
St John’s School 

Mairangi Bay, New Zealand 
“Sing and Dance all You People of God” 

 
Something that really moved me when I first visited schools in New Zealand in March and April 

of 2003, was when schools would thank me by singing a song for me. The first time this 

happened was at St John’s School, Mairangi Bay, on the north shore of Auckland. 

 

The Director of Religious Studies at St John’s was Mary Fitzgibbon, a dynamic Irishwoman, who 

found New Zealand and understandably fell in love with it and stayed (I think falling for her 

husband, Bernard, may have had something to do with it too!). Just before lunch she asked if I’d 

like to see a liturgical dance. 

 

A group of eight children, four boys and four girls gathered together and performed an inspiring 

liturgical movement to Monica Brown’s “Sing and Dance All You People of God”. When Mary 

told me that it was entirely the children’s work, I was even more amazed. 

 

Mary explained that it was the culmination of three year’s work. Inspired by a day with Monica 

Brown, she went back to school determined to do something about liturgical movement and the 

overall involvement of boys in the creative aspects of liturgy. In her own forthright way, she 

“conscripted” a handful of boys and then, working with some volunteer girls, she began her work. 

(The “conscription” was, that if you were selected to be in the school rugby team, you were 

automatically in the liturgical dance group!) 

 

Mary recognized her own perceived weakness in this area, but then harnessed the strengths, the 

ideas and energy of the children. With some guidance, and over many months that became years, 

the children’s confidence and leadership grew and they took an increasing lead in important 

school liturgies. Together they would hear the theme of the Mass, negotiate a song and then work 

out the prayerful movements to accompany it. This profile and leadership saw the “conscripts” 

become volunteers and Mary no longer has the problem of trying to find enough boys to be 

involved in singing or dancing at liturgies. 

 

They say when you sing, you pray twice. Surely when you sing and dance you pray three times. 

 

As I left St John’s that afternoon, they sang me a song called “My Precious Child” by Andy Park. 

It was a particularly special song to them as the year before they had sung it at the funeral of a 

young boy who had been their student, their friend, their “precious child” as he’d battled with 

cancer over a number of years. And the staff were also aware of my own precious child, Belinda, 

and so we dedicated it to both of these precious children.  
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