
Christ the King,  

Deception Bay, QLD 

“God’s Beautiful Rainbow” 
 

In February 2003, I visited Christ the King School, Deception Bay, in Brisbane. As I drove up to 

the school, it was one of those “take a photo for mum” moments because they had one of those 

school event signs with “Andrew Chinn in Concert Tonight”.  

 

But I also noticed that the school’s logo was a rainbow and their motto was “Side by side we 

grow”. For a songwriter when you see a rainbow and a phrase that naturally rhymes with it, the 

wheels start turning, and I mentioned the thought to Alicia McFerran, the new APRE (the thought 

eventually became one of my best known songs- “Rainbow”). I was also struck by the vibrant 

colours around the school, in the décor, the plants, the uniform. And fittingly, the classes were 

named after the colours of the rainbow.  

 

My understanding is that Deception Bay is a working class area with some of the children coming 

from a disadvantaged background. In setting up the school in the 1980s those that established the 

school decided that it was to be a place that lifted the spirits of the children who attended.  

 

Noreen Doherty, the school secretary, was able to give me some background as to why the 

Rainbow was chosen. The rainbow is a biblical symbol of new beginning and new hope. The 

colours symbolise that we are a variety of people, with many differences, but we can combine to 

make a beautiful tableau when we “paint” together. And seven was an important number for the 

Hebrew people. 

 

I have a strong belief that the visual aspect of schools is very important. I pay particular attention 

to school foyers when I walk into a school as these are usually the first point of contact for 

visitors and prospective members of the school community. What statements do these places say 

about what is important to the community. Are they loaded with sporting trophies or is there a 

prominent sacred space? Is it alive with the work of the children? 

 

Christ the King is a colourful and vibrant place for many reasons. Clearly the rainbow is a 

guiding symbol for them. The children’s uniforms are bright and attractive, not drab and grey, the 

classes are painted to match their name, and great care is taken with the natural environment 

around the school. The teachers are quite dynamic too, and this positive attitude and high 

expectations must raise the spirits of the children too. 

 

Often schools’ mottos and logos become a lost part of the culture, or sometimes something visited 

once a year for a feast day. But sometimes they can become powerful guiding symbols, a constant 

inspiration in the day-to-day life of a school. In the case of Christ the King, their rainbow is a 

daily sign of hope and a tribute to who the children are and who they can become, “underneath 

God’s beautiful rainbow”. 

 


