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I wrote my first school song in January 1996. It was for the school where I was teaching 

at that time, St Peter Chanel in Sydney’s Regents Park. It was quite a nice song, based on 

the life of St Peter Chanel, a Marist Father, martyred on the Pacific Island of Futuna.  

 

Nice as it was, the song had limited marketability, with there being only four schools of 

that name in Australia and a further six in New Zealand. My marketing options improved 

over the next few years writing one for a Good Shepherd School (20 schools) before 

hitting the jackpot with a school song for St Joseph’s! 

 

Having formed a good relationship with St Anthony’s in Wanniassa, ACT, the school 

invited me to write their school song to coincide with their 20th anniversary in 2003. It 

was essentially my first real commission. Early in May I travelled to Canberra for a song 

writing day. 

 

The process I developed for that day is essentially the one I still use for commissions. I 

forward a survey to the staff, asking them to reflect on motto, logo, patron saint and key 

scripture. On the day at the school, I look through key documents and history, follow up 

the staff surveys, talk to the principal and other leaders, run a parent workshop, and most 

importantly, talk to a representative group of children immediately prior to going in to 

song writing mode. 

 

It’s a very collaborative process. On that day at St Anthony’s the school’s motto, “Tell 

the Good News”, emerged quickly as the key theme, along with some key scripture taken 

from school documents. What struck me most was that the teachers and children, 

independently of each other, made it quite clear that telling the Good News was never 

enough: you had to live the Good News and be the Good News. 

 

As I sang the song that same afternoon for the Youth Parliament and Claire, there was a 

teacher in the staff room (also a parent). She was visibly moved by the song. Having 

emigrated from South Africa years before she had found a home and peace in St 

Anthony’s, first as a parent and then as a teacher. As the children were leaving, she came 

to me and said, “That’s it, that’s our school, you’ve captured it!” 

 

A school song may seem an insignificant thing to do to some. But I believe it’s a way to 

deeply reflect on your school, it’s culture and to firstly attempt to accurately articulate 

that and then to take it that one step further- to celebrate that culture in song. 
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