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One of the most enjoyable aspects of my music ministry is without doubt, the opportunity 

to visit small country schools. Schools that are set in small, sometimes isolated, 

communities with enrolments as little as 15 students. While visits to such schools are 

rarely financially profitable, they invariably are in a spiritual sense and in what you give 

and receive in a day. 

 

In February 2002, I visited St Bede’s in Braidwood, a picturesque town located on the 

King’s Highway between Canberra and Bateman’s Bay on the south coast of New South 

Wales. The school has an enrolment of about 70 students divided into three or four 

classes. 

 

After setting up I went and had a quick of coffee with Cathy Ffrench, the REC and she 

then invited me to join the staff and children in “The Peace Room” to start the day. I’m 

guessing that the Peace Room used to be a classroom at some stage when the school was 

bigger or was perhaps part of the now disused convent. 

 

On the ringing of the morning bell (the beaut old-fashioned sort), the children gathered 

on the floor of the Peace Room. They were obviously in the habit of entering quietly and 

settling quickly. While Cathy got things underway, this was very much a shared prayer 

and community experience.  

 

After a shared prayer, the children were then invited to share their prayer intentions. Of 

course, in a small community these prayers are very dynamic. Everyone is very much 

aware of the needs of others and these prayers often lead to action. I then led the children 

in song. 

 

The second part of the session was handed over to the older students. They were asked to 

comment and the positives and negatives they had seen around the school over the 

previous day or two. The positives (correct street crossings, helpful behaviour in class) 

sere acclaimed and negatives were workshopped: what can we do about this problem  

(litter, balls going over fences, crying kindergarten children). 

 

All of this took place in a loving and very much family environment. It was a privilege to 

be a part of this school and experience this “family” for so often that is what these 

beautiful country schools are. And what a way to start the day: peace, prayer and 

community in the Peace Room.  
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