
Our Lady of the Way 

Emu Plains, NSW 

“Walk Humbly With God” 
 

My first association with Our Lady of the Way Primary School, Emu Plains, was when I 

facilitated a Staff Development Day in November 2003. The middle session of the day was a 

workshop focusing, like this book, on different aspects of Catholic School Culture. Part of the 

session was a reflection on school mottos and one of the activities was to design a strategy to 

increase awareness of the school’s motto and logo. 

 

At the time, it seemed to me that the school’s Marian name, Our Lady of the Way, its logo, a 

simple cross with rays of light emerging, and its motto, Micah 6:8 “Act justly, love tenderly and 

walk humbly with God”, did not form a united package in sense of school identity.  

 

During the course of the activity, one suggestion emerged with regard to lifting the profile of the 

motto. That was to place simple signs at the three different entry points to the school. One entry 

would be the “Act Justly entrance”, another the “Love Tenderly entrance” and the third would be 

the “Walk Humbly With God entrance”.  

 

The whole process triggered some reflective thoughts, which eventually led to another invitation 

from Allan Jones, Nadine Meredith, the REC, and the staff at OLW. I was invited to be a part of 

their 25th anniversary celebrations in 2004 and this was to include me writing a song with and for 

the school community. And so began, as they say, a long and beautiful friendship. 

 

The culmination of the 25-year celebrations was an amazing liturgy and celebration held on 

September 3 at Penrith Lakes, the site of the Olympic rowing regatta in 2000. The ceremony 

began with acknowledgement of the aboriginal heritage of the land and featured the deeply 

spiritual sound of the dijeridu, played brilliantly by Flinn Donovan. The story of the early 

European settlers was shared too.  

 

From there the liturgy turned its focus, through prayer, readings, colour, movement and song, to 

the story of Mary, Our Lady of the Way. In writing the song, “Our Lady of the Way” it was the 

children who drew the link from Mary to the school’s simple cross logo: “Mary showed the way- 

the way to Jesus”, said one. And it was the staff who pointed out that Mary throughout her life 

acted with justice by the cross, loved most tenderly as a mother and walked humbly with God, 

from Bethlehem to Jerusalem. 

 

And as the liturgy ended with the first singing of the song, I stood among the three Micah signs, 

first conceived a year before but now finding their place in the story and history of Our Lady of 

the Way. 

 

© Andrew Chinn 2005 

 


