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“Shine Among Them” 
 

 

When I visited St Paul’s in early May 2004, I was immediately struck by the power of its 

motto. This was on display in the foyer as I walked in and met Judith Ashley, the 

Director of Religious Studies, Margaret Jones, the Principal, and the rest of the staff. And 

it was also evidents in each and every classroom around the school. But what really 

struck me as the day went on was how this image of shining and being like stars was 

ingrained in the school culture. 

 

Over lunch I chatted with Margaret and mentioned that I felt there had to be a song in 

such a powerful motto. I asked as to its origins and Margaret informed me that after the 

name for the school had been chosen, the motto took a while but it was a friend of hers 

who recalled Paul’s words from Philippians and after hearing the words Margaret held on 

to them as the core of their motto and from there the culture of the school took on a 

distinctly “starry” nature. 

 

It’s apparently quite common to hear the expression “you’re a star” while walking around 

the classrooms at St Paul’s. But it’s used in a way that St Paul meant when he wrote to 

the Philippians. 

 

I often run a retreat for upper primary students and during this I get them to reflect on the 

difference between saints, heroes and stars. A star in this era often means someone who is 

well known for their success in the entertainment or sporting arenas. But St Paul was 

calling the new Christians to shine in a Christian way, to try to be like Jesus, a bright light 

that showed the way. 

 

So when the teachers call children stars or when the children refer to their teachers as 

stars, as I heard on the day I was with them, they mean that they are striving to be the best 

person that they can be or, as St John said, living life in all its fullness. 

 

I asked Margaret if she could me some thoughts compiled by the children as to what their 

motto meant to them, which she did quite promptly. This beautiful motto was so much a 

part of the school culture and the children were able to very clearly write what the motto 

meant to them and it’s call to them to be better Christians in so many ways, personally 

and collectively. 

 

St Paul’s words “Shine Among Them” call us as Catholic teachers and learners to not 

hide our faith either but rather to live it in all that we do, to truly make a difference in our 

world. 

“You must shine among them like 

stars lighting up the sky” 

Philippians 2:15 


